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AN AMERICAN WORKER’S STORY 

HON. DALE E. KILDEE 
OF MICHIGAN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, May 3, 2006 

Mr. KILDEE. Mr. Speaker, my constituent 
Steve Grandstaff is shop Chairman of the 
United Auto Workers (UAW) Local 651, which 
represents hourly workers at Delphi East in 
my hometown of Flint, Michigan. 

For the RECORD I would like to read an ex-
cerpt of the electronic testimony that Steve 
wrote for the Education and the Workforce 
Committee e-hearing on the impact of the Del-
phi bankruptcy filing: 

I am the Shop Chairperson of UAW Local 
651 in Flint, servicing Delphi Flint East and 
representing 2800 hard working people. Early 
on in this whole saga I had a realization 
what the whole issue boils down to. 

I refer to it as the promise; the promise 
was part of the deal. The deal was that you 
came to work and did your job for 30 years 
and at the end of that time you could have 
the opportunity to go on your way with a 
somewhat comfortable pension to see you 
through your later years. 

The workers end of the promise was that 
they worked the off shifts for the first dec-
ade of employment. This meant working the 
hot days in the summer and the cold ones in 
the winter. That in itself meant that you 
were at work when your family and your 
friends were working normal hours and en-
joying life. 

The promise meant that you worked in the 
grimy, dangerous conditions. You did boring 
monotonous jobs. You suffered the labeling 
by society because you worked in a factory. 

You would work the extra hours so that 
you could get the nice things that life of-
fered. The things that seemed to come easier 
to other people but in your case you had to 
do a little extra to get them. . . . 

Over the years many of us had the oppor-
tunity to make a decision, should I stay or 
should I move on to something else. Many, 
many people stayed on because of the prom-
ise. 

They made decisions not to go to a new ca-
reer because they were many years into the 
equation of which the promise weighed oh so 
heavily. 

The promise was always out there. 

The company always reminded anyone 
that would listen about how they were fund-
ing our pensions and used that as a bar-
gaining chip when our wages or benefits were 
on the table. 

It was always figured in as a benefit cost 
even though now some wonder if the com-
pany ever really intended to fulfill the prom-
ise. 

Now here we are near the end of our ca-
reers, not as young as we used to be, many of 
us broken. When so many of us are so close 
to being able to cash in on the promise the 
company is attempting to take it away from 
us. . . . 

Mr. Speaker, this Congress has failed to 
protect American workers while focusing on 
protecting the privileged few. 

It is time for these workers’ stories to be 
heard and I am pleased to have this oppor-
tunity to share one of these stories. 

RECOGNIZING THE ARMENIAN 
YOUTH FEDERATION 

HON. CAROLYN B. MALONEY 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, May 3, 2006 

Mrs. MALONEY. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to share with my colleagues a wonderful 
speech made by Nanor Harutunian of the Ar-
menian Youth Federation at a recent event 
that I attended in New York City to commemo-
rate the 91st anniversary of the Armenian 
Genocide. 

The speech reads: 
Your eminence Archbishop Oshagan 

Choloyan, Reverend Clergy, Government Of-
ficials and Honored Guests. 

In the words of Martin Luther King Jr.: 
‘‘Our lives begin to end the day we become 
silent about things that matter.’’ Silence, is 
a spoken language in itself. Silence may 
often speak louder than words. Silence, ver-
balizes fear, ignorance, tacit agreement, 
carelessness, and defeat. What it does not 
portray is anger, persistence, perseverance, 
knowledge, and strength. The Armenian 
Youth Federation will never be silent. We 
will continue to speak for justice and truth. 

As the Armenian Youth, the AYF was built 
on the endurance and determination of its 
ancestors. Determination to keep our nation 
and our country united, free and inde-
pendent. It is this determination that we 
possess when we hold the Turkish govern-
ment accountable for the Genocide of the Ar-
menian people 91 years ago. We stand united 
not only as an organization but as a people 
to honor the memory of over one and a half 
million Armenians killed at the hands of the 
Ottoman Empire. It is by educating our-
selves that we become empowered. It is 
through this education that we can make a 
difference. We are the children, grand-
children, and great grandchildren of those 
Armenians who were forced out of their 
homeland, of those Armenians who perished. 
We have worked and will continue to work 
with other communities to raise awareness 
of crimes against humanity. We have held 
protests, rallies, vigils and memorials in the 
name of justice and honor. 

Dr. King also said ‘‘The ultimate measure 
of a man is not where he stands in moments 
of comfort and convenience, but where he 
stands at times of challenge and con-
troversy.’’ If one is afraid to stand up for 
what he or she believes in, then it is not 
worth believing in anything at all. We stand 
for recognition and reparations. Our ances-
tors had their families, homes, culture, and 
country taken away from them. The Arme-
nian Youth Federation calls for the atroc-
ities of the past to be recognized. Only by 
first recognizing the past, can we truly rec-
ognize our future. 

f 

PAYING TRIBUTE TO THE ORDER 
OF THE SILVER ROSE 

HON. JON C. PORTER 
OF NEVADA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, May 3, 2006 

Mr. PORTER. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor Linda and Luz Arellano. They are re-
sponsible for awarding the Order of the Silver 
Rose Medal and Award to our veterans in Ne-
vada. 

The Order of the Silver Rose was estab-
lished in 1997 by Mary Liz Marchand. Her fa-

ther, Chief Hospital Corpsman Frank Davis, 
died from illnesses resulting from the use of 
Agent Orange in the Vietnam War. Mary Liz’s 
friend brought a silver rose to Chief Davis 
while receiving treatment in Salt Lake City. 
Upon his death Mary Liz established the Order 
of the Silver Rose for the victims of Agent Or-
ange. 

Linda and Luz Arellano have started the 
Order of the Silver Rose Nevada chapter in an 
effort to bring honor and recognition to the vet-
erans of the Vietnam War. On April 26, 2006, 
Linda and Luz, on behalf of the Nevada Chap-
ter of the Order of the Silver Rose, honored 
fifteen veterans from Nevada and recognized 
them for their service and sacrifice during the 
Vietnam War. I would like to share the names 
of those noble veterans, they are; Ronald G. 
Smith, Edward Fizer, William Siebentritt, David 
Gilmartin, Joseph C. Marrs, William T. Anton, 
Dennis Sitzler, Harold Williams Jr., Carlos 
Cepeda, Charles E. Johnson, Donald 
WeIchold, Robert F. McHale, George S. Nagy, 
Leon Walker, and Arturo Garingan. 

Mr. Speaker, I am proud to honor Linda and 
Luz Arellano as well as the veterans they rec-
ognized with the award of the Silver Rose. On 
behalf of Nevada, I thank these brave vet-
erans for their service and sacrifice. 

f 

54TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE 
NATIONAL DAY OF PRAYER 

HON. BOBBY JINDAL 
OF LOUISIANA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, May 3, 2006 

Mr. JINDAL. Mr. Speaker, whereas, the his-
torical record of the United States, as ac-
knowledged by the highest court in our land, 
reveals a clear and unmistakable pattern 
woven throughout our Nation’s history; Amer-
ica was founded upon the principles and truths 
revealed in the Holy Scriptures; and 

Whereas, as a Nation with a Judeo-Chris-
tian heritage, prayer has been and remains an 
essential element of our national conduct as 
we seek divine direction and blessing; and 

Whereas, our Nation’s leaders, beginning 
with our first president, George Washington, to 
our current president, George W. Bush, have 
called upon Americans to individually and cor-
porately pray for and seek God’s divine bless-
ing upon our Nation in both times of peace 
and in times of conflict; and 

Whereas, in times of great crisis we have 
been prompted by officially proclaimed days of 
prayer to ask for God’s guidance; and 

Whereas, Holy Scripture instructs in 1 Sam-
uel 2:30 to give God honor; and 

Whereas, in 2006, on the 54th Anniversary 
of the National Day of Prayer, America once 
again finds herself in the midst of danger and 
uncertainty making it essential that we as a 
people seek God’s direction through prayer so 
that our world might enjoy peace. 

Now Therefore, I encourage all of the citi-
zens of Louisiana to participate in honoring 
God by seeking His blessing both upon our 
State and our Nation. 
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HONORING THE BUDD LAKE 

VOLUNTEER FIRE DEPARTMENT 

HON. RODNEY P. FRELINGHUYSEN 
OF NEW JERSEY 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, May 3, 2006 

Mr. FRELINGHUYSEN. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to honor the Budd Lake Volunteer Fire 
Department, in the Township of Mount Olive, 
New Jersey, a patriotic community that I am 
proud to represent! On June 24, 2006 the 
good citizens of Budd Lake and Mount Olive 
will celebrate the Fire Company’s 75th Anni-
versary with special festivities. 

The Budd Lake Volunteer Fire Department 
was formally incorporated in 1931 with ap-
proximately twenty-three members. A history 
compiled by the department says the first pur-
chased piece of equipment was a Baby Grand 
Chevrolet, which the department utilized as a 
chemical truck. In 1934 the department was 
granted permission to move from a garage be-
hind Mockler’s Tavern into the Municipal Build-
ing (which is now the Country Store). The first 
pumper owned by the department was a Ford 
purchased by the Township Committee in 
1935. 

A new firehouse was constructed in 1968 to 
house all of the department’s equipment and 
a large room for department meetings and 
fundraising activities. Additions were com-
pleted in 1972 and 1987. The latter included 
two new equipment bays, allowing one piece 
of apparatus per bay. Prior to this addition, 
great agility was required to park three large 
fire trucks, a brush truck and an equipment 
van in three bays! 

Currently, the Fire Department, led by Fire 
Chief Ken Nelson, has about 40 members. 
Last year they responded to over 500 alarms. 

Mr. Speaker, I urge you and my colleagues 
to join me in congratulating the volunteers of 
the Budd Lake Fire Department on the cele-
bration of 75 years of protection of one of New 
Jersey’s finest municipalities. 

f 

HONORING SANTA CLARA COUNTY 
SUPERIOR COURT JUDGE LEON-
ARD EDWARDS ON HIS RETIRE-
MENT FROM THE BENCH 

HON. ZOE LOFGREN 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, May 3, 2006 

Ms. ZOE LOFGREN of California. Mr. 
Speaker, I rise to honor and commend Santa 
Clara County Superior Court Judge Leonard 
Edwards who is retiring in May after nearly 26 
years on the bench. 

Former Governor Jerry Brown first ap-
pointed Edwards to the bench after he had es-
tablished himself in San Jose, California as a 
lawyer specializing in juvenile law and criminal 
defense. 

Through the years, Edwards regularly 
ranked among the highest in local bar asso-
ciation surveys of the judges; and as his 
speeches and writings spread across the 
country, his reputation extended well beyond 
his chambers in San Jose. 

In 2004, Judge Edwards received the pres-
tigious William Rehnquist award from the Na-
tional Center for State Courts, which heralded 

him as one of the ‘‘most effective and progres-
sive trial judges in America.’’ This honor is es-
pecially hard won in a court system whose pri-
mary purpose lies with complex and emotion-
ally-charged issues of homes in crisis, juvenile 
offenders and victims of abuse and violence. 

While most judges choose to move as 
quickly as possible through the assignment of 
handling juvenile matters, Judge Edwards ad-
vocated innovative changes to the system. He 
fashioned new programs to unify families, deal 
with domestic violence, improve foster care 
and reform the approach to both dependents 
and delinquents in juvenile matters. Edwards 
is a judge who strongly promoted trans-
parency in an otherwise secretive juvenile 
court system. 

In 1999, Judge Edwards established one of 
the country’s first dependency drug treatment 
courts. He also founded the Juvenile Court 
Judges Association of California and was co- 
founder of the Santa Clara County Domestic 
Violence Council. 

Judge Edwards’ innovations in juvenile jus-
tice made him an expert sought out by courts 
across the country. Although he is retiring 
from the bench, he will continue to focus on 
important social justice issues. Judge Edwards 
hopes to serve as a regular juvenile justice 
consultant for the California Administrative Of-
fice of the Courts and will continue to travel 
the country to provide expertise to juvenile 
courts elsewhere. 

Judge Edwards is also the son of my prede-
cessor in office, the longtime San Jose Demo-
cratic congressman Don Edwards. Former 
Congressman Don Edwards served San Jose 
honorably in Congress for three decades and 
was a true mentor to me when I worked for 
him prior to my election to the seat he occu-
pied after his retirement. San Jose has been 
blessed by these two men who clearly served 
its citizenry well. 

f 

PAYING TRIBUTE TO CORPORAL 
RUSSELL W. BALBIRONA 

HON. JON C. PORTER 
OF NEVADA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Wednesday, May 3, 2006 

Mr. PORTER. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor Corporal Russell W. Balbirona in rec-
ognition of his heroic act performed at the Bu-
reau of Reclamation’s Hoover Dam resulting in 
the saving of a life and to commend him for 
receiving the U.S. Department of the Interior 
Valor Award. 

Corporal Balbirona displayed outstanding 
dedication and commitment to the Hoover 
Dam Police Department when he assisted a 
fellow officer in preventing a suicide: 

On October 14, 2005, Corporal Balbirona 
responded to a radio call from Sergeant Jef-
frey Stone reporting an individual standing on 
the wall overlooking the Dam. When Corporal 
Balbirona arrived at the top of the Dam he ob-
served Sergeant Stone demanding that the 
man get down. The man told Sergeant Stone 
he was going to jump. Corporal Balbirona ap-
proached the man from behind and motioned 
to Sergeant Stone to distract the man by talk-
ing to him. Even with Sergeant Stone’s word 
of encouragement, the man refused to get 
down. 

As the man was reaching for a cigarette that 
Sergeant Stone offered, Corporal Balbirona 

took this opportunity to rush towards him, 
grabbing him around the waist and pulling him 
to safety. After both fell to the sidewalk, the 
man continued to resist but with Sergeant 
Stone’s assistance he was subdued and taken 
into custody. Prior to being transported to the 
hospital, the man thanked the officers for sav-
ing his life and apologized for creating a dis-
turbance. 

Mr. Speaker, I am proud to honor Corporal 
Russell W. Balbirona for his exceptional dis-
play of courage, quick thinking, and the heroic 
actions carried out in this life-saving incident. 
I further congratulate Corporal Balbirona for 
receiving the U.S. Department of the Interior 
Valor Award. I thank him for his distinguished 
service and wish him the best in all of his fu-
ture endeavors. 

f 

INTRODUCTION OF UNRWA 
INTEGRITY ACT 

HON. MARK STEVEN KIRK 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, May 3, 2006 

Mr. KIRK. Mr. Speaker, I am introducing the 
UNRWA Integrity Act of 2006 with Congress-
man Tom Lantos (D-CA). This bill ensures that 
American taxpayers are not funding terrorism 
through contributions to the United Nations 
Relief and Works Agency for Palestinian Refu-
gees in the Near East (UNRWA). 

UNRWA was created in 1949 as a tem-
porary agency to provide relief services to Pal-
estinian refugees. It is the only United Nations 
agency dedicated to one specific group of ref-
ugees. The United States is the UNRWA’s 
largest donor, contributing more than $2 billion 
since 1950. In 2005 alone, the United States 
donated $108 million, constituting nearly a 
fourth of UNRWA’s annual budget. 

Yet, there is a startling lack of accountability 
over UNRWA’s financial activities. An analysis 
of UNRWA’s most recent internal audit per-
formed by the United Nations Board of Audi-
tors finds vague summary totals. Account after 
account in this audit describe line items as 
‘‘Cash Assistance’’ or ‘‘Unearmarked Contribu-
tion.’’ At least $43 million of UNRWA’s budget 
is undefined. As American taxpayers, we are 
entitled to better accounting standards. 

With Hamas’ rise to leadership of the Pales-
tinian Authority, we must ensure that contribu-
tions to UNRWA do not end up in the hands 
of terrorists. This is no idle concern. UNRWA 
was suspected in terrorist activity involving ter-
rorists using UNRWA ambulances to transport 
weapons. Furthermore, UNRWA employees 
use their posts to run for office on Hamas’ 
ticket. When questioned on Hamas candidates 
working for UNRWA, the Commissioner Gen-
eral refused to comment. 

The UNRWA Integrity Act ensures money 
designated for humanitarian assistance does 
not fall into the hands of terrorists. The bill re-
quires the President must certify to Congress 
that UNRWA is subject to comprehensive fi-
nancial audits by an internationally recognized, 
independent auditing firm; does not knowingly 
provide employment, refuge, assistance or 
support of any kind to members of foreign ter-
rorist organizations; and is not an impediment 
to finding a lasting solution for Palestinian ref-
ugees in the West Bank and Gaza. The bill 
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